
Principal’s Corner: 

 

We realize that we are truly fortunate to live in a community whose primary goal is the same as ours: to 

create a learning environment that provides atypical experiences for every Colt. This is only possible 

through open and consistent dialogue between home and school. 

 

As we continue to explore ways to partner with home as a support around reading, we wanted to share 

some easily understood and readily implemented ways you can increase your child’s level of 

understanding.  

 

You have asked about how to find age appropriate and level appropriate books for your child to read. The 

following lists provides some ways to access them. Additionally the Public Library System in Forsyth is 

well aware of the leveling systems like Fountas & Pinnell (F&P) that we use as well as information about 

the Lexile Levels. So, they would be glad to assist as well. 

 

Lexile Levels by Grade Levels  

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Lexile-

Framework.aspx 

 

The Best Children’s Books 

http://www.the-best-childrens-books.org 

This site lists books by content and theme. 

 

Book Adventure 

http://www.bookadventure.com/Book_finder.aspx 

 

This certainly is not an exhaustive list, in fact, one of the best ways to select a book for your child to read 

is to have your child talk about what interests him/her and provide multiple ways for your child to have 

access to readings about the topic of interest. (i.e.- magazines, newspaper articles, fiction and non-

fictional books, etc.) there are children's version of some of the more popular magazines such as Time For 

Kids, Sports Illustrated For Kids, Weekly Reader, National Geographic For Kids, etc.  

 

You can help your child by reading out loud with them so that they hear: 

● how the reader stops at punctuation, uses voice inflections,  

● reads fluently,  

● you can also have your child tell you three things they learned about what they just read 

● ask them to create three questions that can be answered after someone reads the passage, chapter, 

etc. 

● Have them draw a picture of what they read. (This strategy can also provide insight as to what 

your child actually got from the reading. Lots of specifics shown in their drawing indicate a 

higher likelihood of student understanding, while the reverse might be true. 

● Let your kids see you reading while they are reading, 

● Point out careers that require some type of reading to be done that requires strong reading skills, 
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● Have your child talk a lot as they are reading so they can hear and often clarify any misread 

words, 

● Ask your child if what they read makes sense,  

● Have they read or heard anything that matches what they read/learned? 

 

Notice that the suggestions listed do not include questions like “Who's the main character? Where did the 

story take place? What’s the problem in the story?” These are basic questions that give an insight to your 

reader and knowing these pieces are important, we must be intentional about asking questions of more 

depth and require the learner to provide answers of more than one word responses.  

● Why did the author write this book?  

● How would you have changed the ending?  

● If you were the character in the story how would you change the setting, and would have the 

problem be the same? 

● How would the solution have changed if you were the main character? If the setting had changed. 

 

The goal is to begin getting readers to make connections and problem solve in a variety of ways.  

 

As you can readily see, there are many ways to support your child in reading without requiring that you 

have read their selections or have a deep level of understanding on your part as to specific reading skills. 

 

As always, please don't hesitate to ask questions for clarification or about specific components of reading. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Ron 

 

 

 

 


